
SOUTHERN ORDER OF STORYTELLERS

TELLER EVALUATION

Storyteller Presence

Did t he t eller:
• Take cont rol ( assume a presence on t he st age, look at  t he 

audience, get  at t ent ion) ?
• Keep t he audience' s at t ent ion?
• Use eye cont act  ef f ect ively  ( est ablish and hold eye cont act ) ?
• Use pauses ef f ect ively  ( f or humor, drama, t ransit ions) ?
• Connect  w it h t he audience ( est ablish a bond, " t ouch"  t he st ory  

list eners) ?
Gest ures and Body Language

What  did you observe regarding t he t eller ' s:
• Hand movement  ( deliberat e or random, support s t he st ory , adds t o 

imagery) ?
• Arm movement  ( w ide or narrow, ‡uid or jerky , t imed well, adds t o 

imagery) ?
• Moving around ( purposef ul, ‡uid, deliberat e, dif f erent  posit ions f or 

dif f erent  charact ers, balanced) ?
• Post ure ( change or vary  t o emphasize point s, change f or dif f erent  

charact ers) ?

Facial Expression

Regarding t he t eller ' s f acial expressions:
• Did f acial expressions support  t he st ory  ( expressions t imed t o fl t  

t he st ory ) ?
• Were t here any  dist ract ions ( g lare on g lasses, men' s f acial hair, hair 

obscuring or shadowing t he f ace) ?
• Did t he t eller f ace t he audience at  all t imes? If  not , was t he t urn 

away f rom t he audience necessary  and ef f ect ive?
• Did t he t eller ' s f ace convey emot ion ( sm iles, f rowns, w ide eyes) ?

Voice

Regarding t he t eller ' s voice:
• Could you hear ( loud enough, project ed well) ?
• Could you underst and what  t he t eller was say ing ( pronunciat ion, 

accent s) ?
• Was emphasis used t o make a point ?
• Was t here variet y  ( charact er voices, pauses, t one, volume, pit ch, 

t ransit ional changes, rat e) ?


